
North Dakota Medicaid Drug Use Review (DUR) Board  
Meeting Minutes 

March 2, 2022 

Members Present: Joshua Askvig, Andrea Honeyman, Kathleen Traylor, Amy Werremeyer, Laura 
Kroetsch, Tanya Schmidt, Kevin Martian, Kristen Peterson, Jennifer Iverson 

Medicaid Pharmacy Department:  Alexi Murphy, Brendan Joyce 

Old Business 
Chair T. Schmidt called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. Chair T. Schmidt asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes of the December 1, 2021, meeting. J. Askvig moved that the minutes be 
approved, and A. Honeyman seconded the motion. The chair called for a voice vote to approve the 
minutes. The motion passed with no audible dissent. 

Review Top 25 Drugs 
A. Murphy presented budget updates and the quarterly review of the top 25 drugs based on total 
claims cost, the top 25 drugs based on the total number of claims, and the top drug classes based 
on claims and cost for the 4th quarter of 2021. A. Murphy presented data to the Board that was 
reflective of the total number of Medicaid members in 4Q 2019 versus 4Q 2021 since merging 
traditional Medicaid and expansion. A. Murphy also discussed the net spend in 4Q 2019 versus 4Q 
2021. The rise in members and net spend over time, specifically after the first quarter in 2020, is 
linked to the COVID-19 pandemic and the public health emergency that coincided with the 
pandemic. A. Murphy went on to discuss the pharmacy growth national health expenditure versus 
ND Medicaid, payment to pharmacies for several high-cost medication classes, utilization trends for 
several high-cost medication classes, and growth spend versus utilization of the same high-cost 
medication classes. Chair T. Schmidt asked if members must initiate the process of being removed 
from medical assistance due to changes made during the COVID-19 pandemic. A. Murphy answered 
that members do have to request to be taken off until the federal government says otherwise. J. 
Askvig followed up with a question about if the growth in membership from expansion members 
will potentially drop off, in which A. Murphy answered she was not sure. 

PDL/PA Criteria Updates 
A. Murphy shared with the Board all the changes made to the Preferred Drug List since the last 
version of the Preferred Drug List was posted. Notable changes include adding Adbry and Opzelura 
to PA for Eczema / Atopic Dermatitis, adding Epclusa and Mavyret Pellets to PA, and adding two 
agents, Recorlev and Tarpeyo, to PA for the Over 3000 criteria.  All PDL updates are listed in the 
handouts for the March 2022 DUR Board meeting. When a new version of the PDL is published and 
posted to the website, all updates/changes made since the last version are called out at the top of 
the document itself.  

Proposed New Criteria for Phenylketonuria 
L. Morgan presented the proposed prior authorization criteria for Palynziq. The proposed criteria 
included member trial of sapropterin with good compliance prior to approval for Palynziq, and 
member weight must be included for Kuvan approval. Renewal criteria was added as well, which 



was dependent upon the requested dose and member response to prior treatment. Product 
specific criteria for renewal of Kuvan requires member weight be provided.  

Update to Anti-infectives – Resistance Prevention  
L. Morgan presented the proposed changes to the Anti-infectives – Resistance Prevention section, 
originally called the “Antibiotics – Resistance Prevention” section. In this section, cytomegalovirus 
agents were added, with one agent requiring PA. A. Murphy added comment about the Antifungal 
section, specifically for aspergillus and candidiasis infection. She states that this section will be 
lumped into the Anti-infectives section. A. Honeyman asked if the medication will only be covered 
during the 5-day approval date. A. Murphy explained that the approval date applies to the amount 
of time the pharmacy has to fill the medication – not the number of days in which the medication is 
allowed to be filled. A. Honeyman also shared concern of the non-preferred agent Noxafil 
(posaconazole) being non-preferred in cases in which the member has an aspergillus infection and 
cannot swallow solid dosage forms. A. Murphy answered that in these cases, a PA can be submitted 
stating the type of infection and member need for non-solid dosage form.  

Proposed New Criteria for Hypersomnolence 
L. Morgan presented the only change made to this section in the second bullet. For non-preferred 
agent criteria, the member must have failed 30-day trials of each preferred agent (except Sunosi for 
idiopathic hypersomnia).  

Proposed New Criteria for Eczema / Atopic Dermatitis 
L. Morgan presented the new product specific criteria for Adbry, Opzelura, and Rinvoq ER. Adbry 
will require a trial of Dupixent, Opzelura will no longer require a trial of Eucrisa, and Rinvoq ER will 
require trial of Adbry and Dupixent prior to approval. All other criteria remained the same. During 
public comment, Mariola Vazquez gave testimony for Adbry. Thereafter, Nathan Blake gave 
testimony for Rinvoq ER. There were no questions or comments to follow.  

Second Review of Chronic Kidney Disease 
A motion and second were made at the December 2021 DUR Board meeting to place some agents 
for the management of chronic kidney disease (CKD) on the non-preferred list, requiring PA. The 
topic was brought up for a second review. Product specific CKD criteria for Korsuva was pointed out 
to the board by L. Morgan, as this agent will now be billed through medical billing. L. Morgan 
presented criteria for Kerendia and Tarpeyo, as well.  During public comment, Bashir Kalayeh gave 
testimony for Kerendia. A. Werremeyer asked if there were methods of assessing patient blood 
glucose control during Kerendia clinical trials. Bashir then answered that glycemic control was not 
assessed in the trials. K. Martian then asked the UACR lab targets for the clinical trial inclusion 
criteria which was 30 – 5,000 mg/g per Bashir. Chair T. Schmidt called for a voice vote to approve 
the updated criteria, which passed with the caveat of adding EGFR criteria for approval of Kerendia. 

Second Review of Lupus 
L. Morgan presented initial and renewal criteria for non-preferred agent Lupkynis. Chair T. Schmidt 
asked for more clarification on what will be assessed for reduction in flares for the renewal criteria. 
A. Murphy answered that there are currently no specific criteria for reduction in flares, but this will 
be addressed at the next meeting. L. Morgan also added that Saphnelo will be added to the PDL for 



medical billing criteria only. Chair T. Schmidt called for a voice vote to approve the updated criteria, 
which passed with no audible dissent.

Synagis Discussion  
L. Morgan discussed the Synagis PA form and the addition of the recipient weight in kilograms. The 
purpose of adding this section is to ensure that the correct number of units will be approved for 5 
doses only for the RSV season. Additionally, A. Murphy asked the Board for input on how to assess 
appropriate start and end dates for RSV season.   

New Business 
Review of Agents Used in the Treatment of Familial Cholestasis Pruritis 
L. Morgan presented a review of agents used in the treatment of familial cholestasis pruritis to the 
Board. During public comment, Stacy Sandate gave testimony for Bylvay. A motion was made by A. 
Werremeyer to manage these medications through prior authorization. The motion was seconded 
by L. Kroetsch. Prior authorization criteria for these agents will be presented, reviewed, and voted 
on by the Board at the next meeting. 

Review of Drug Utilization Trends 
A. Murphy presented the trends in antipsychotic use in the pediatric population. Drug edits for 
antipsychotics in the pediatric population were added at the end of 2018, which caused a decline in 
antipsychotic use in this population. The purpose behind this is to ensure more appropriate use of 
antipsychotics in the pediatric population. The edits include age verification, diagnosis verification, 
and therapeutic duplication.  

Retrospective Drug Utilization Review (RDUR) Criteria Recommendations 
L. Morgan reviewed the RDUR criteria that were selected for review of each month of the last 
quarter. Presented data included number of profiles reviewed, number of cases identified for 
intervention, and the number of letters sent, as well as an overview of what RDUR interventions 
were identified as most prevalent for each monthly cycle. The recommended RDUR criteria 
enclosed in the packet were developed from product information provided by the manufacturers 
and are consistent with new indications, new drugs added, and new warnings.  These proposed 
criteria will be added to the current set of criteria and will be used in future DUR cycles. Chair T. 
Schmidt requested for response rates to be presented. J. Askvig moved to approve the new criteria 
and Chair T. Schmidt seconded the motion. Chair T. Schmidt called for a voice vote to approve the 
new criteria, which passed with all present members voting to approve.  

Adjournment and Upcoming Meeting Date 
Chair T. Schmidt adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm. The next DUR Board meeting will be held June 

1st, 2022, at 1:00 pm at the state capitol building.


